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ECCENTRIC TANTRUMS
The College-Texthook
Price-Gouging Cartel

Part 2 of a Series

According to the Bureans of Labor
Statistics and the Census, general in-
flation has gone up 250% since 1978
while the cost of college textbooks
has gone up 812%, far more than even
medical costs, And what impact does
this have on the student-loan crisis?
For the huge number of student-loan
recipients enrolled in community col-
leges or paying in-state tuition at state
schools, the cost of their books could
eat up close to half of their entire
student-loan package. When does the
madness of this vicious cycle stop?
Will hackers have to download col-
lege textbook files and offer them
free through file sharing? When our
government and business leaders fail
to address such a basic and obvious
problem, ordinary citizens have no re-
course but to take matters into their
own hands.

A couple of times over the last few
years the federal government has, only
under pressure, started to consider
some token gestures such as making
book publishers affer parts of bundled
packages i la carte or making them in-
clude book prices on their marketing
materials directed at college profes-
sors, But like almost everyvthing the
government does, it's wasting a huge
amount of time and money putting a
Band-Aid on an amputation. You can
put a shine on a turd, but it's still a turd
underneath,

One apologist for the textbook in-
dustry noted that developing a text-
book is a very intense, involved

rocess that could cost as much as

750,000. We believe this. If we had
Zero ¢ost controls or incenlives lo
spend less we could spend 5750,000
on developing a blucberry muffin,
Amnother thing this apologist doesn't
mention is that this cost is for the ini-
tial development of a first edition.
What about the 20 further editions
of the same book that come out after-
ward, which are just as expensive for
the student to buy as the first? And
with changes so minor it would take
a more ¢fficient publisher a day and a
half to complete? In fact, out of all of
the current offerings by the texthook
industry, not even 10% are first edi-
tions. When does the madness of this
vicious cycle stop?
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Current Mail

QUESTION

I have always wondered what vear
this photo [see page 11] of my now de-
ceased grandfather was taken, It is my
favorite photo of him. Do you know?
(—Mikc Hagenbarth, Lawrenceville,
» iA
The Pohice Gazette responds: That's a
Santastic photo! The date of the Police
Gazette he's holding is April 1931, 5o
the picture certainly wasn't taken ear-
lier than that,
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3 NATIONAL HEALTH PLAN
I know many people who have trav-
eled to England to get medical treatment

7 rather than pay the exorbitant fees de-
manded by doctors and dentists here in
America.

7 When a national health insurance plan
was first introduced in England, the
medical profession scorned i, so Win-

£ ston Churchill gave them an ultimatum:
if you don't want to go ahead with the
scheme, there are thousands of interns

8 who will. There wasn't a squawk any-

more,

—D. Deerling, Los Angeles, CA

HOORAY FOR SOCCER
Why doesn't the Police Gazetie pub-

lish more articles on the greatest spec-

2 tator sport in the world—soccer, It's a
far more exciting game than baschall,

basketball or football. It's strange that

soccer is the Number One sport through-
out the world, except Canada and the

8 L.5.A. The reason why it hasn't caught
on here is the moguls who control orga-
nized sports in America, won't let it get

9 started, They control the stadiums and
many of the sportswriters.

—Tom Yolansky, 5t. Louis, MO
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