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let in to a world from another time:

WISE ASH LOUNGE
{continued from page 3)
and ladies who want to enjoy a good cigar and
the socialization that goes with it It's a place to
speak to anyone who you may or may not even
know on topics that could range to literally any-
thing. We've actually solved 1ﬁc world problems
in a couple of our meetings. Just no one listens
o us!
Cocktail bars with themes are now cropping
up across the country. Is one of the reasons
you started this because it's part of a growing
trend?
Actually not. When 1 had this all written oul on
paper it was about a year and a half prior to any-
thing being opened in the United States, as far as
I could do in research. | didn't hear about any of
them, It was just something 1 thought would be
a neat idea in the Binghamton/Broome County
arca, that the wealthy and middle-class people
would be able to enjoy, as well as the youngsters
who don't have the opportunity to really get
dressed up and be able, if they choose, o wear
suits and so forth during the winter time. Now
there is no dress code for our place. It's just a

lace, though, for people 1o go and enjoy and
have the freedom of not being pestered by what
you might call "punks.”
What do vou offer as far as drinks, ete.” What
can people expect when they go in?
The first thing is the atmosphere. When vou walk
through the door yvou leave 2012 on the outside.
You walk to the large, wooden speakeasy door,
ring the bell and get in. You have the fun of being
on the borderline of what vou would consider
legal. It's totally legal, but it gives vou that fun
feeling of "Is it like a speakeasy?" Then inside
you've gol the luxury and exuberance of what was
in the 19205, You always had a front of a building
that looked dilapidated, and it was purposely done
50, 50 that it didn't look like what it was when you

Walk past the wall filled with Binghamton/Ithaca edition Pelice Gazettes, approach the ¢uien
nondescript door, and ring the bell. A slot will open and, if you can be trusted, you'll he !

The Wise Ash Lounge & Speakeasy.

walked in the door, And that was total opulence.
You're looking at tables, chairs; vou're looking
at stools that are S1000 a picce. You walk back
in time and feel back in the days when doing
that little bit on the wrong side of the law was
a good thing. As we know, they repealed the
law as soon as 1933 came around because they
realized it wasn't in the best interest of the main
public. We try to have live bands on Fridays and
Saturdays. IF not, we're playing a lot of music
that would be from those same eras. We're talk-
ing jazz, blues, R&B. We're looking at doing
things outside that realm where we're going to be
doing a Spanish/Latin night once a month, We're
looking to do a little rock-n-roll once a month.
When you get inside you will find the largest
martini menu in writing in the United States with
over 132 martinis of various sorts that are on the
menu, You'll also find that we have the largest
menu of single-malt scotch in New York State.
And the menu just continues 1o go like that, We
have a huge selection of wines. We have a huge
selection of top-guality champagnes. It's just a
place where a person can really get their heart's
desires, You can go there as a single person and
meet nice women and gentlemen, as well as bring
a date there and never have to worry aboul being
pestered by somebody that's annoving.

S0 you're going to start mixing in some new
things like rock-n-roll...

Yeah, because we want Lo get people from around
the area to partake in it. We find that the type of
people we want to attract are all very family ori-
ented and they're only able to go out once or twice
a month, and we want 1o make sure that one of
those times they come here, But to keep the busy-
ness of what the place should be we're going to
expand to get a broader base, while keeping it an
chcctic type of club where different days of the
week or weekend will attract different types of
crowds so that people can enjoy from all walks of

Onee inside you'll meet your host Vinny
whose only goal is to make sure you
have a good time.

life.

An};thnughls on doing something for Hallow-
een?

Oh ves. I'm going to be having four separate Hal-
loween parties. We're Euing to have Friday and
Saturday, the weekend before, set up so that any-
body can come in with any costumes based on the
1920s, 19305, Women and men can come up with
all kinds of different outfits, including mobster-
type costumes and things like that. And of course
all the sexy costumes that the mobster ladies all
wore, cigarette girls, as well as the lapper outfits,
Anvone who does that will have a second shot on
us. We're going to be doing all kinds of drink spe-
cials. The following weckend is going to be an
anything-goes type of weekend where on Friday
and Saturday vou can wear any tvpe of costume
and receive the same benefits. We're going to
have prizes for the best costumes. If's just going
to be a great time for all.

Why Cigars?
Aficionado Jay Kosta Tells Us the
Appeal of a Good Cigar

While visiting the Wise Ash Lounge and Sir
Vin Cigars we ran into regular customer Jay
Kosta. He was cnin}'lng his cigar as we spoke and
had the relaxed demeanor of a man fully in his
element. And that was the key, Jay said: "Relax-
ation.” "Cigars are a relaxation. You light one uf
and you just sitand enjoy iL" Cigarettes are quic
and inhaled, Jay explained. But cigars are slower,
mellower, and more gradual, You can really sink
into the atmosphere and ambiance of the experi-
ence. Plus they're not inhaled; the smoke just sort
of envelopes vou. Even so, one still gets a bit of
a nicotine buzz just from breathing the smoke in
the air.

"It's better than psychotherapy,” says Jay, ex-
Ijlain'mg that the relaxation found in a good cigar
1elps to reduce the stresses of life, "Plus it's legal
ﬂl: not expensive." What could be wrong with
that?



